GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

Now the second group which is willing and capable of discard-
ing the present democratic forms and institutions has already
been mentioned also. It is the vast army of expellees, refugees,
unemployed, and of impoverished middle-class elements in
western Germany. It has been pointed out that this is by no
means a homogeneous group. It consists of the most divergent
elements with the most divergent and even conflicting interests.
Such a group does not organize itself and does not give itself
direction and political orientation by virtue of its own power.
It needs and depends on organization and orientation from out-
side. Now the groups which traditionally in recent German his-
tory have been interested in supporting directly or indirectly
antidemocratic movements are chiefly the old Prussian landed
aristocracy; second, the army command; and, third, certain
groups among the West German industrialists. Of these groups,
the first, the landed aristocracy, for all practical purposes does
not exist any more. The land reform in the eastern zone has
destroyed the economic basis of this group, and its West Ger-
man counterpart is not strong enough to play a similar role. As
far as the second group is concerned, the army high command,
it does not exist any more either, although the nuclei are still
present, and we will have to discuss them later on. The third
remaining group, certain elements among the German indus-
trialists, is at present committed to democratic forms and insti-
tutions for the simple reason that the Adenauer government to
a great extent promotes their interests and they have not much
reason to fight this government and the policy it stands for, es-
pecially the decidedly antisocialist trend of the Adenauer gov-
ernment, its fight against the occupation controls, especially the
Ruhr Authority, and its strong nationalistic sentiment. More-
over and more important, these industrialist groups know very
well that they depend on Western aid, and we may assume that,
as long as they do depend on Western aid, they will not risk any
break with the Western democracies.

In viefw of these facts, we would have to come to the conclu-
sion that the prospects for antidemocratic popular movements
in Germany are negative. But there remains the specter of a
juncture of the first and second group, namely, a juncture be-